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Si gnif icant Accompl ishments : 

A lightning detect ion system has been operating along the East 
Coast since August 1982. I believe that this will prove to be 
one source of ground truth for 1 ightning flashes detected from 
above clouds. I n addition, the first absolute spectral 
irradiance measurements over a wide wavelength range have been 
reported. A paper reporting on the observations of lightning 
from a U2 ai r craf t is now under review. 

Focus of Current Research Activities : 

We will be analyzing the data from the East Coast Lightning 
Detection Network, continuing our spectral analyses, and 
cooperat ing on further U2 ai rcraf t measurements. 

Plans for FY-85 : Cont inue the current research activities. 

Recommendat i on for New Research: Stengthen the ground based and 

U2 observations of lightning research to determine the need for 
cont inuous observat ions of lightning from space. 
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